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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Page 8 

Bureiba: This name, made up on the spot by Kojiro, is a rough approximation of the word 
“Braver,” from Tamaki’s favorite TV show, Blade Braver. In Japanese they are pronounced the same 
way — Kojiro just makes up some kanji so it looks like an official name. Of course, “Bureiba” is a 
totally unnatural and unlikely name for a Japanese person to have. 


Page 9 
&: The ampersand (&) on Andou’s nameplate in the bottom left panel is playing off the fact that the 
Japanese pronunciation of the English word “and” is “ando.” 


Page 17 

Natto: A traditional Japanese food of fermented soybeans in a very sticky paste. This cloying 
stickiness is used as a visual metaphor here to represent the exasperating inability to keep Andou 
away — it’s like she’s actually “stuck” to Kirino. 


Page 48 

Shobu ari: Similar to when the judge calls out “an” after the location of a point scored (i.e. “men 
ari” to signify a point scored on the men), shobu ari signifies that the match is over and one combatant 
has won. Shobu is written with the kanji meaning “win and loss,” and ari means “is.” Essentially, by 
calling shobu ari, the judge is literally stating, “we have a winner and a loser.” 


Page 92 
Okaka onigiri: An onigiri is a rice ball (in this case it’s shaped more like a triangle), often with some 
kind of food in the middle. An okaka onigiri is stuffed with katsuobushi, dried tuna flakes. 


Page 102 

Yoko-tan: There are ways to make nicknames in Japanese that are more comprehensive than just 
slapping the suffix “-chan” on the end. One such way is the cutesy and extremely informal suffix 
“-tan.” A lot of —tan’s usage and publicity comes from certain communities on the internet, but it is 
also used in real life. 


Page 113 
Revolving sushi: A type of sushi restaurant in which sushi is put on a conveyor belt that winds 
around the bar, rather than having the customers order directly from the cook on the other side. 


Page 114 
Ikura: Salmon roe (eggs) that are commonly served as a type of sushi. 


Page 119 
Engawa, mushi-ebi, iwashi: Halibut tail, steamed prawn, and sardine, respectively. 


Page 122 
Aburi toro, binchou maguro, botan ebi: Seared tuna, white tuna, and sweet prawn, respectively. 


Page 179 

Ravctas Yamato, stamp: A parody of the well-known Japanese shipping company Yamato, 
which is commonly called Auroneko Yamato (Black Cat Yamato) because of its logo featuring a black 
cat. In this case, the black cat is replaced by a black dog (Kuroinu). When the delivery man mentions 
a “stamp,” he is referring to the personalized hanko stamp that most Japanese adults possess and use 
as a means of legal signature (though a written signature is also acceptable, of course). 


Page 197 
Shoyu ramen: One of the most basic flavors of ramen, shoyu (soy sauce) is made with a combination 
of soy sauce and chicken broth. 


Page 211 
Shio: Literally “salt,” this is another basic broth flavor of ramen. It’s very light and basic and made 
with simple chicken stock. 


Page 215 
Yakisoba: A dish of noodles that is fried with a special sauce and eaten with cabbage and pork. It’s 
rather similar to lo mein. 
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S50, HERE'S THE THIRD VOLUME OF BAMBOO BLADE. 
NOW THAT ALL THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS HAVE BEEN 
INTRODUCED AND THE BASE OF THE STORY ESTABLISHED, 
THIS IS WHERE I START TO BRING OUT THE THINGS I 
WANTED TO DO WITH THE MANGA. NOW THE MUROE HIGH 
KENDO TEAM WILL BE STRIVING FOR A LARGER GOAL... 
ALBEIT STILL LAZILY. 


KOJIRO-SENSEI'S USELESS AND FRIVOLOUS 
GUIDANCE MIGHT BE A HEADACHE FOR HIS PUPILS, BUT 
IT ALSO GUIDES THEIR PROGRESS AND PUSHES THEM 
ONWARD. SOMETIMES, IT'S BECAUSE HE'S A FRIVOLOUS 
TEACHER. BECAUSE WHEN THAT HAPPENS, YOU NEED TO 
STAND UP AND BE SERIOUS, RATHER THAN GIVING UP 
AS HE DOES. LEARNING THAT SENSE OF PURPOSE IS A 
VALUABLE TOOL IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING AN ADULT, 
IN MY OPINION. 


I HOPE YOU'LL CONTINUE TO FONDLY WATCH OVER 


KOJIRO AND TAMAKI AND THE REST. AND I HOPE TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN IN VOLUME 4. 


- MASAH/RO 
TOTSUKA 
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FIND OUT BY READING VOLUME 4! 
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